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Research papers are boring.  Persuasive papers are much more interesting but 
are often based more on opinions than on facts.  So, we’re combining the two types of 
papers into an interesting but fact-based “researched persuasive paper.”  It’s basically 
an argumentative essay, but I want to emphasize the research and the persuasion.

We’ll follow these steps, in this order:
1. Choose a controversial policy.  It needs to include “should” or “should not.”
2. YOUR SIDE:

• Pick a side and come up with two or three reasons for your opinion.  
• Write one paragraph about each of those reasons.
• Conduct research to find support for what you already wrote and integrate it into 

your paragraphs.  Do not re-write the whole thing.
3. THE OTHER SIDE:

• Come up with two or three reasons that people on the other side have for their 
opinions.  You can think of them yourself, ask other people, or find them online.

• Write one paragraph about each of those reasons.  
• Again, conduct research to find support for what you already wrote and integrate it 

into your paragraphs.  Do not re-write the whole thing.
4. Write a paragraph explaining why their arguments don’t convince you.
5. After you’ve finished writing all of that, then write your Introduction and Conclusion.

This is NOT a rant.  It’s a chance for you to research and write about both sides 
of an issue and then explain why you take one position and not the other.

A few specifics:
• 1.5-2 pages, double-spaced, with one-inch margins
• font size 12, in Times New Roman
• at least 15 notecards (in electronic form, which I’ll explain in class)
• at least three reliable sources, one of which must be considered a print source (an 

actual book, a PDF, or an online newspaper/magazine/journal)
• MLA style (using the Purdue OWL) with Works Cited and parenthetical citations

Basic Outline:
I. Introduction: Make me want to read the rest of the paper.
II. Your Opinion: Two or three reasons, one paragraphs each
III. The Opposite Opinion: Two or three reasons, one paragraphs each
IV. Your Rebuttal: Why their evidence doesn’t convince you
V. Conclusion: There are various ways to do this, but a good option is to imagine 

me saying “so what?” or “what do you want me to do about it?” and thinking 
about how you would answer me.

VI. Works Cited

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/

